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“We learned that Hell is not a place but a condition…Frequently in the midst of this cross-section of humanity, I marveled at the varying degrees of determination with which men held on to the thin thread of life…In order not to lose it, one had to hold on tight every minute, every hour, and every day…”

Robert Levering, former Congressman,

WW II veteran, and survivor of the Bataan Death March

“I have experienced what must be the ultimate in loneliness and tedium, and I have learned that these things can be surmounted.  I had no heroic strength or ability to overcome the physical and mental torture endured.  My strength came from faith in G-d and love for country.”

Charlie Plumb, Vietnam veteran and former POW

Introduction


This report continues the series of annual reports and updates on the status of Americans who were POWs during various wars.  Charles A. Stenger, Ph.D., a veteran of WWII and former POW of the European theater himself, produced the series almost single-handedly from 1977 until 2003.  Dr. Stenger worked at VA in the Mental Health and Behavioral Science Service from 1964 through 1980. He continued preparing the POW report long after retirement from VA. At his request, Dr. Stenger passed on major responsibility for updating the report to others. The Office of Policy has assumed that task not only because it serves as a VA center for data collection, data evaluation, and analysis, but also as a way to honor Dr. Stenger and all POWs and to acknowledge the unique sacrifices and contributions of POWs. Dr. Stenger updated much of the data for this report as well.


The Stenger POW report was based on original official battle reports and records on casualties, POWs and MIAs for WW I, WW II and Korea.  Estimates of surviving POWs alive in calendar year 2003 (rounded to the nearest 100) for WW II and the Korean Conflict are based on VA estimated death rates by period of service.  For POWs of the Vietnam and later periods, counts of surviving POWs alive at the end of 2003 are based on records of individuals kept and followed under various auspices (please see acknowledgments at the end of the report).
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SUMMARY OF ALL WARS

	
	Captured and Interned
	Died While POW
	Returned to U.S. Military Control
	Refused to Return
	 Alive at end of  2003

	GRAND TOTAL
	142,220
	16,985
	125,214
	21
	35,850**

	WW I *
	4,120
	147
	3,973
	--
	--

	WW II *
	130,201
	14,072
	116,129
	--
	33,050**

	Korean *
	7,140
	2,701
	4,418
	21
	2,150**

	Vietnam
	726
	65
	661
	--
	591

	Gulf War
	21
	--
	21
	--
	21****

	Somalia
	1
	--
	1
	--
	1

	Kosovo***
	3
	--
	3
	--
	3

	Iraq
	8
	--
	8
	--
	8


*
Number alive at end of 2003 is based on mortality estimates from VA, Office of Actuary. Because of the advanced age of WW I veterans, estimates of those alive at end of 2003 would be too unreliable to report. However, the number might be zero. The calculation assumes estimated death rates for all “WW II only” and all “Korean War only” veterans apply to POWs of WW II and the Korean Conflict, respectively.

**
Rounded to nearest 50.

***
There have been no reported POWs for Bosnia.  Therefore, none are reported in this table.

**** Number does not include Navy Captain Speicher, who is listed as “captured-missing” by the U.S. Navy Secretary.

NOTES:  


1. Based on data in the first line of the preceding table, nearly 30 percent of POWs out of the original total of 125,214 surviving captivity were estimated to be alive at the end of 2003. 

2. Not included in this Table are data on the Pueblo incident of January 23, 1968 because those captured were not considered POWs of the Viet Nam War, the era in which the incident occurred.  North Korea captured this naval vessel and held the entire crew as POWs.  One died during captivity and 82 were held captive, including two civilians.  Of the 80 military POWs that were repatriated, 71 were alive in 2003.

3. Also not included in WW II data are Merchant Marine casualties of 4,780 missing, 882 dead, including 37 POWs, and 572 released from captivity and one civilian POW accounted for.  An estimated 150 were alive at the end of 2003 (applying estimated death rates of WW II veterans and rounding to nearest 50).  Merchant Marines were granted veteran status after WW II, not during the time of their service.  (Summary of Merchant Marine casualties, WW II, from U.S. Coast Guard report dated July 1, 1950.)

4. Vietnam MIA data are on page 5 of this report and, except for 30 escapees and 631 released POWs, are not included in this table.  In addition to totals on POWs, more than 92,000 Americans were lost in either combat or MIA status and their remains were never recovered. The breakdown by wartime period is as follows: WW I – 3,350; WW II-78,773; Korea-8,100; Vietnam-1,858; Gulf War-3; and Cold War-126   (Somalia-Ø; Bosnia-Ø; Kosovo-Ø; Iraq-Ø).

5. While initially 21 Korean Conflict POWs refused repatriation, only one remained in China, one died and 19 left China for Western countries.

6. Also, not included in WW II casualty data are 1,146 construction workers on Wake Island and 69 American Airline employees on Guam.  Both, by class, were treated as veterans for purposes of VA benefit eligibility in accordance with DOD Directive 1000.20 (P.L. 95-202).  Approximately 600 were captured; an estimated 100 were alive at the end of 2003 (applying estimated death rates of WW II veterans and rounding to nearest 50).

7. During the Civil War, 220,000 were captured by the North, with 26,436 dying during confinement; 126,950 were captured by the South, with 22,576 dying during confinement.  (The Civil War, Garden Press, New York, New York.)  During the American Revolution, unofficial reports indicate up to 11,000 died during captivity, most while confined in prison ships in New York harbor. 

WORLD WAR II

TOTALS ARMY, AIR CORPS, NAVY AND MARINES

	
	Captured and Interned
	Died While POW
	Returned to U.S. Military Control
	Estimated Alive at End of 2003



	GRAND TOTAL
	130,201
	14,072
	116,129
	33,050

	Army & Air Corps – Total
	124,079
	12,653
	111,426
	31,900

	European theater/ Mediterranean (a)
	93,941
	1,121
	92,820
	27,150*

	Pacific (Other than the Philippines)
	1,885
	457
	1,428
	 350*

	Other Theaters of Operation
	2,673
	425
	2,248
	 650*

	The Philippines (b)  (Dec. 7, 1941 thru May 10, 1942)
	25,580
	10,650
	14,930
	3,700*

	Navy & Marine Corps – Total
	6,122
	1,419
	4,703
	1,150

	Navy  (c)
	3,848
	901
	2,947
	750*

	Marine Corps  (d)
	2,274
	518
	1,756
	450*


* Estimate rounded to nearest 50. The calculation assumes estimated death rates for all “WW II only” veterans apply to POWs by branch/ theater of operations.
(a)
Includes 23,554 captured during the Battle of Bulge (Ardennes, December 16, 1944 – January 25, 1945).

(b)
Also known as the Bataan-Corregidor combat zone.  U.S. Forces captured included approximately 17,000 American nationals and 12,000 Filipino Scouts.  During the first year of captivity, a reported 30% of the American and 80% of the Filipinos died.  Data is unclear as to the proportion of each group surviving to repatriation, but a very rough estimate would be 11,000 Americans and 4,000 Filipino Scouts.  This information is based on military records developed during the war and no accurate breakdown was made after repatriation.  In addition, some 7,300 American civilian men, women, and children were involuntarily incarcerated by the Japanese in 1941 – 1942. An additional 13,000 Amer-Asians holding American citizenship hid out during this period and were never interned.
(c)
Navy casualty data related to naval vessels, not to theater of operation because navy data are allocated to naval vessels, not theater of operations.

(d)
Marine Corps personnel captured in the Philippines December 1941 – May 1942 totaled 1,388.  Data on numbers dying during captivity, repatriated, and still living are not available for the Philippines.

KOREAN CONFLICT

	
	Captured and Interned
	Died While POW
	Returned to U.S. Military Control
	Refused to Return
	Estimated Alive at end of 2003*

	GRAND TOTAL
	7,140
	2,701
	4,418
	21
	2,150 

	Army
	6,656
	2,662
	3,973
	21
	     1,950*

	Navy
	35
	4
	31
	--
	          **

	Marine Corps
	225
	31
	194
	--
	       100*

	Air Force
	224
	4
	220
	--
	       100*


*
Estimate rounded to nearest 50.

**
Less than 25.

VIETNAM

There were 726 military personnel captured and 65 of them were designated by DoD as dying in captivity.  The total escaping or surviving to repatriation is 661.  The breakdown is as follows:
	
	TOTAL
POWs
Living & Dead*
	POWs Dying in Captivity
	POWs Returned to U.S. Military Control
	POWs Alive at End of 2003
	MIA Remains Returned
	Still MIA**

	GRAND TOTAL
	726
	65
	661
	591
	708
	1,858

	Army
	168
	29
	139
	118
	108
	590

	Navy
	160
	9
	151
	139
	148
	382

	Marine Corps
	46
	8
	38
	32
	56
	236

	Air Force
	352
	19
	333
	302
	381
	616

	Coast Guard
	--
	--
	--
	--
	1
	Ø

	Civilians
	--
	--
	--
	--
	14
	34


*
Includes “POWs Dying in Captivity” plus “POWs Returned to U.S. Military Control”.

**
At the conclusion of hostilities, League of Families data indicated 2,583 were classified as MIAs (including 49 civilians). 

PERSIAN GULF

The total number of American servicemen captured was 21 and all were immediately repatriated when hostilities ceased. Source: Defense POW/MIA Office (DPMO).

SOMALIA/KOSOVO/BOSNIA

One U.S. serviceman was captured and briefly held prisoner in Somalia.  Three U.S. servicemen were captured and held prisoner in Kosovo, but none in Bosnia.  Regardless of the length of time, captivity can cause severe injury and/or trauma with detrimental effects that can last a lifetime.

AFGHANISTAN

No POWs / MIAs to date.

IRAQ

8 POWs / No MIAs to date.

For information on an estimate of the current veteran population or a projection of the future veteran population, please contact:

Dr. Rob Klein at VA, 202-273-5101, Robert.Klein@mail.va.gov
or

Michael Wells at VA, 202-273-5106, Michael.Wells@mail.va.gov.

Sources

Estimated Deaths for WW II and Korean Conflict

VetPop2001 Adjusted for Census 2000, Office of the Actuary, Office of Policy, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC, February 2003.

World War II

1. Army Battle Casualties and Non-Battle Deaths in WWII: Final Report, 
7 December 1941 - 31 December 1946, Published 1 June 1953.


2. Combat Connected Naval Casualties: WWII by States – 1946 UNS – MC – GC, 2 Vol. Published by Casualty Section, Navy Department.


3. History of Medical Department of Navy in WWII: Statistics of Diseases and Injuries, US Govt. Printing Office (Nav. Med. P. 1318, Vol. 3).


4. History of U.S. Marine Corps Operations in WWII: Volume V. Appendix A, Published 1968 by Historical Branch, G-3 Division, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps.

Korean Conflict

1. DoD Public Information Release No. 1088 – 54, November 5, 1954.


2. DoD Tentative Final Report of U.S. Battle Casualties in the Korean War, Office of Secretary of Defense, November 4, 1954.

Vietnam Conflict (Southeast Asia)

1. Original data developed by National Archives Machine Readable Division from records provided by the Office of the Secretary of Defense.


2. Number of VN POWs still alive on January 1, 2004, provided by Mike McGrath, NAM-POW Association.

3. Number captured and returned to US Military Control provided by DoD POW/MIA Offices for Persian Gulf, Somalia, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq.

4. Updates on remaining MIAs provided by National League of Families and from Subject: Vietnam Era Unaccounted for Statistical Report as of May 21, 2004, p. 1. http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/pmsea/index.htm.

SUBJECT:
Sources of Data for the Annual POW Statistical Report dated January of each year.

1. Data on WW II and Korean Conflict POWs.  Annual updates based on mortality  estimates from VA Office of the Actuary. 
2. Data on Vietnam era POWs.  Provided by Mike McGrath, Vietnam POW, based on actual name count each year  His address is:

19010 White Fawn Drive

Monument, CO 80132-8977

Tele:  1-719-488-0902

3. Data on All Post-Vietnam Era Categories provided by DoD POW/MIA

Office by Peggy Marish-Boos – 703-699-1111

2400 Defense – Pentagon

Washington, DC    20301-2400

Other Military Sources

(re China incident of April 2001)


US Air Force – (Frampton) – 1-800-531-5501


US Navy – (McCullahy) – 1-800-443-9298

4. US Pueblo Veteran Association – for number of Pueblo survivors

Dale Rigby – 1-435-628-4517

5. League of Families – for Vietnam era MIA updates (also from DoD POW/MIA Office).

Ann Griffith – 1-703-465-2473
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