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I.	Definitions





The term Commonwealth Army veteran means persons who served before July 1, 


1946 in the organized military forces of the Government of the Philippines, while such 


forces were in the service of the U.S. Armed Forces pursuant to the military order of the President of the United States dated July 26, 1941.  This includes among such military forces, organized guerrilla forces under commanders appointed, designated, or subsequently recognized by the Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or 


other competent authority in the Army of the United States and who were discharged or released from service under conditions other than dishonorable.





Benefit Programs for Veterans





Disability Compensation - payable to veterans with service-connected


condition(s) rated at 10% or more.





	NOTE:  On October 27, 2000, the President signed into law the Department of 


Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001, Pub. L.106-377, 144 Stat. 1441.  Section 501 of the Act amended 38 U.S.C. 107 to provide full-dollar rate compensation payments (rather than the half-dollar rate they were receiving) for benefits for certain Filipino veterans who are residing in the United States.  The veterans must also be either United States citizens or lawfully admitted permanent resident aliens.  Note:  This law covers only Commonwealth Army (USAFFE) and Recognized Guerrilla service (not New Philippine Scouts).





(2)  Prisoners of War – POWs who were incarcerated for at least 30 days are entitled 


to a presumption of service-connected for disabilities resulting from certain diseases if manifested to a degree of 10 percent at any time after active service, including psychosis and anxiety.





Clothing allowance - payable to a veteran who is entitled to receive compensation for a service-connected disability for which he or she uses prosthetic or orthopedic appliances that tends to wear out or tear clothing or whose service-connected skin condition requires prescribed medication which irreparably damages the veteran’s outer garments.  Payment of the clothing allowance shall be made at a rate of $0.50 for each dollar authorized per Sec 107(a), 38 USC, for all Filipino veterans.





III.	Benefit programs not available





(1)  Non-service connected pension benefits for veterans and dependents;


(2)  VA loans such as home loan guarantees and small business loans;


(3)  Specially Adapted Homes;


(4)  Automobile or Other Conveyances.
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I.	Benefit Programs for Survivors





Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) - *payable to eligible spouses, children and parents if the veteran died in service, or died due to sickness or injury incurred in service.





Aid and Attendance (A&A) – *payable to surviving spouses and parents receiving DIC if they are patients in a nursing home or require aid and attendance of another person.





Housebound - *payable to surviving spouses qualified for DIC who are not so disabled as to require the regular aid and attendance of another person but who, due to disability, are permanently housebound.





Dependents’ Educational Assistance – payable to children of veterans who are eligible under Chapter 35 benefits.  Spouses are not eligible.  Payments shall be made at a rate of $0.50 for each dollar authorized per 38 U.S.C., Section 3565(b)(1).





*Payment of the above benefits shall be made at a rate of $0.50 for each dollar authorized per 38 U.S.C., Section 107(a).





II.	Expansion of Health Care Benefits for Certain Filipino Veterans





Background – On October 27, 2000, Public Law 106-377, The Department of 


Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development and Independent Agencies 


Appropriations Act, 2001, was signed by the President, authorizing VA to provide hospital, nursing home and outpatient medical care to certain Filipino veterans in the same manner such care is provided to service-connected U.S. veterans.





Policy: - Service-connected Filipino Commonwealth Army Veterans and those who were recognized by authority of the U.S. Army as belonging to organized Filipino Guerrilla forces, who reside in the United States and are citizens or lawfully admitted for permanent residence, are now eligible for the care as provided in Public Law 106-377.





New Filipino Scouts are not covered by this change.  NOTE:  Title 38 United


States Code Section 1734 provides that the VA may provide care for a service-connected disability of New Filipino Scouts within the limits of VA facilities.





Old Filipino Scouts were not affected by this change since they are already 


eligible for VA health care on the same basis as U.S. veterans.
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I.	Burial Benefits





Burial and Funeral Expense Allowance – an allowance of *$150 may be paid to the person who shouldered the burial expenses of a veteran who was in receipt of 


disability compensation at the time of death.





Plot or Interment Allowance – an allowance of *$75 may be paid to the person who shouldered the plot or interment expenses of a veteran who in receipt of disability compensation at the time of death.





(3)	If the veteran’s death is service-connected - VA will pay a burial allowance up to *$750 instead of $150 basic allowance and the $75 plot allowance, as noted in items (1) and (2) above.





*Payments on the amounts shown above ($0.50 rate) will be made if the veterans were residing in the Philippines on the date of death.





NOTE:  On November 1, 2000, the President signed into law the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000, Public Law 106-419, 114 Stat. 1856.  Title III, Subtitle D, §332, of the Act authorized VA to pay burial benefits to the survivors of certain Filipino veterans at the full-dollar rate, if the veterans were residing in the United States on the date of death.  The veterans must also have been either United States citizens or lawfully admitted permanent resident aliens. This law covers only Commonwealth Army (USAFFE) and Recognized Guerrilla service (not New Philippine Scouts).  Eligibility applies to deaths occurring on or after November 1, 2000





If the veteran meets the above criteria, burial benefits available to eligible Filipino American veterans include interment in any national cemetery with available grave space, a Government provided headstone or marker, and a burial flag.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides grave space, opening and closing of the grave, and perpetual maintenance at no cost to veteran’s family.  Arrangements must be made at the time of need because gravesites in national cemeteries cannot be reserved.





VA also provides headstones and markers for the unmarked graves of eligible veterans buried in private cemeteries.





Presidential Memorial Certificates are available to the surviving family of the deceased veteran to honor the veteran’s military service.
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