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  Department of Veterans Affairs
Vietnam Veteran Fact Sheet

For VA benefits, two dates are used for the “Vietnam era:” 1
· Feb. 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975, for veterans who served in Vietnam

· Aug. 5, 1964 to May 7, 1975, for all other veterans

Vietnam Veterans 

· 9.2 million served on active duty (Aug. 5, 1964 to May 7, 1975) 2 

· 2,590,000 served in the combat zone 7 

· 109,000 died in service 2 

· 58,184 died in the combat zone or from combat wounds 4 

· 8,113,000 are still alive 2 

Vietnam Vets and VA Health Care 3 

(  125,275 vets were hospitalized 206,763 times in VA facilities last year

(  989,833 vets visited VA clinics 12,704,963 times last year

(  991, 672 vets received some VA health care last year

Vietnam Vets and VA benefits 5 

(  737,397 vets received disability compensation in February

(  112,207 family members of dead vets receive survivors benefits

(  102,088 vets received VA pensions for non-service disabilities

Vietnam Veterans and Agent Orange 6 


(  297,194 vets took exams under Agent Orange Registry since March 2000


(  99,226 filed claims alleging Agent Orange affected their health


(  7,520 receive VA disability compensation for Agent Orange-related causes
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