OMB Control No. 2900-0013
Respondent Burden: 15 Minutes

(\AY TSRV RTRAey WY APPLICATION FOR UNITED STATES FLAG FOR BURIAL PURPOSES

PrivacyAct Notice: The VA will not discloseinformation collectedon this form to any sourceotherthanwhat hasbeenauthorizedunderthe Privacy Act of 1974 or
Title 5, Code of FederalRegulationsl.526 for routine use_s_sl.e,., to determineeligibility for issuanceof a burial ﬂagg asidentified in the VA systemof records,
58VA21/22, CompensationPension,Educationand RehabilitationRecords- VA, and publishedin the FederalRegister.Your obligation to respondis requiredto
obtainor retainbenefits.Giving us your SSNaccountinformationis voluntary. Refusalto prowde¥our SSNby itself will not resultin the denialof benefits.The VA

will not deny an individual benefitsfor refusingto provide his or her SSN unlessthe disclosureof the SSNis requiredby a FederalStatuteof law in effect prior to
January 1, 1975, and still in effect.

ImportantNotice About Information Collection: We needthis informationto gatherthe necessarynformationto determineeligibility for issuanceof a burial flag to a
famlcljy memberor friend of aveteran(38 U.S.C.2301and38 CFR 1.10).Title 38, United StatesCode,allows usto askfor this'information.We estimatethatyou will
needanaverageof 15 minutesto reviewtheinstructions find themformatlon,andcompletethlsform. VA cannotconductor sponsoma collectionof informationunless
avalid OMB control numberis dlspl?:}/ed.You arenot requiredto resgondo acollectionof informationif this numberis not displayed.Valid OMB control numbers
canbe locatedon the nternetPageat www.whitehouse.gov/library/om .htm esired,you cancall 1-800-827- o getinformationon

be locatedon the OMB Int tPageat hiteh gov/library/omb/OMBINVC.html#VAf d d,y I 1-800-827-100G0 get inf i
where to send comments or suggestions about this form.

IMPORTANT - Postmaster or other issuing official: Submit this form to the nearest VA Regional Office. Be sure to complete the stub at the bottom.

1. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME-MIDDLE NAME OF DECEASED VETERAN (Print or type) 2. OTHER NAME(S) USED BY THE VETERAN
3. BRANCH OF SERVICE (Check box) 4. VETERAN'S SERVICE (Check box)
AIR MARINE COAST MEXICAN BORDER KOREAN AFTER
D ARMY D NAVY FORCE D CORPS GUARD D PERIOD D wwi D wwii D WAR 1-31-55
[ ] SELECTED RESERVE] | OTHER (Specify) [] VIETNAM WAR [] GULFwaAR [] OTHER (Specify)
5. CONDITION UNDER WHICH VETERAN WAS RELEASED FROM MILITARY SERVICE (Check box) (See qualifying Military Service Information on reverse)
[] A. VETERAN OF A WAR, MEXICAN BORDER SERVICE, OR OF [] c. BY DEATH IN ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE AFTER MAY 27, 1941, IF THE
SERVICE AFTER 1-31-55, DISCHARGED OR RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DECEASED WAS INTERRED OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES, OR THE REMAINS
DUTY UNDER CONDITIONS OTHER THAN DISHONORABLE WERE NOT RECOVERED, OR WHEN A FLAG WAS NOT FURNISHED BY THE

SERVICE DEPARTMENT IN TIME FOR THE BURIAL (Explain in ltem 18, Remarks)
B. DISCHARGED FROM OR RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY IN U.S.

|:| ARMED FORCES UNDER CONDITIONS OTHER THAN DISHONORABLE, D D. SELECTED RESERVE SERVICE (As qualified on reverse)
AFTER SERVING AT LEAST ONE ENLISTMENT, OR DISCHARGED FOR -
DISABILITY INCURRED IN LINE OF DUTY I:l E. PHILIPPINE MILITARY SERVICE (As qualified on reverse)

6. NAME OF PERSON ENTITLED TO RECEIVE FLAG 7. ADDRESS OF PERSON ENTITLED TO RECEIVE FLAG

8. RELATIONSHIP TO VETERAN (See Relationship to Veteran, and
Disposition of Flag on reverse)

PERSONAL DATA OF DECEASED (Complete as much as possible)

9. VA FILE NUMBER 10. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 11. MILITARY SERVICE/SERIAL NUMBER

12. DATE ENTERED ACTIVE DUTY 13. DATE RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY 14. DATE OF BIRTH 15. DATE OF DEATH
(or Selected Reserve) (or Selected Reserve)

16. DATE OF BURIAL 17. PLACE OF BURIAL (Name of cemetery, city/town, and State)

18. REMARKS

| CERTIFY that,to the bestof my knowledgeandbelief, theinformationfurnishedabovearecorrectandtrue,the decease#eteranis eligible, in accordancevith
instructions on the reverse for issue of a United States flag for burial purposes, and such flag has not previously been applied for or furnished.

19. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (Sign in INK) |20. ADDRESS OF APPLICANT (Number and street (or 21. RELATIONSHIP TO VETERAN 22. DATE SIGNED
P.O. box), city, State and ZIP Code)

PENALTY - The law provides that whoever makes any statement of a material fact knowing it to be false shall be punished by a fine, imprisonment, or both.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF FLAG FROM U.S. POST OFFICE OR OTHER ISSUE POINT
| CERTIFY that theflag requestedby the applicantwill be usedto drapethe caskebf the deceasegeterann whosehonorit is issuedby the Departmentf Veterans

Affairs; and that the Relationship to Veteran, and Disposition of Flag instructions on the reverse side will be complied with.
SIGNATURE OF PERSON RECEIVING FLAG (Sign in INK) DATE FLAG RECEIVED

NAME AND ADDRESS OF POST OFFICE OR OTHER FLAG ISSUE POINT FOR VA USE

DATE NOTIFICATION INITIALS OF RESPONSIBLE
FORWARDED TO SUPPLY |VA EMPLOYEE

VA FORM 21-2008, MAY 2003 SUPERSEDES VA FORM 2008, SEP 1999, WHICH WILL NOT BE USED.

This stub is to be completed by the POSTMASTER or other issuing official. Upon receipt, the VA Regional Office will detach and forward it to the
appropriate Supply Officer.

NOTIFICATION OF ISSUANCE OF FLAG
DATE FLAG ISSUED SIGNATURE OF POSTMASTER OR OTHER ISSUING OFFICIAL ADDRESS OF POST OFFICE OR OTHER FLAG
ISSUE POINT

DATE OF REPLACEMENT
FORVAUSE »p

VA FORM ~ SUPERSEDES VA FORM 21-2008, SEP 1999,
WAy 2003 21-2008 WHICH WILL NOT BE USED. (SEE REVERSE)




INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

Qualifying Military Service Information
War Periods

® Mexican Border Period: May 9, 1916, through April 5,
1917, for veteranswho servedin Mexico, on its bordersor
in adjacent waters.

e World War I: April 6, 1917, through November11, 1918,
and for veteranswho served in Russia, April 6, 1917,
through April 1, 1920 (extendedthrough July 1, 1921, for
veterans who had at least one day of service between
April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918).

® World War Il: December7, 1941, through December31,
1946.

® KoreanWar: June?27,1950,throughJanuary31, 1955.

® PostKoreanWar: After January31, 1955.

® Vietnam War: August 5, 1964 (February 28, 1961, for
veteranswho served"in country" before August 5, 1964),
through May 7, 1975.

e Gulf War: August 2, 1990, througha dateto be setby law
or Presidential Proclamation.

SelectedReserve

A memberor former memberof the Army, Air Force, Coast
Guard,Marine Corps,or Naval ReserveAir National Guard;or
Army National Guard who:

® is not otherwiseeligible for aVA or Departmenif Defense
burial flag, and

® completedat leastone enlistment(in the caseof an officer,
completed the period of initial obligated service), or

® was dischargedbefore completion of the initial enlistment
(in the caseof an officer, period of initial obligatedservice)
for a disability incurred or aggravated in line of duty, or

® died while a member of the Selected Reserve.

Philippine Military

e A person separatedfrom the Philippine military forces
under conditions other than dishonorable(after serving the
United Statesin suchforcesunderthe President’sOrder of
July 26, 1941), and died on or after April 25,1951, or

e A personwho servedin the Philippine military forceswho
is eligible for burial in a national cemetery.

Documentation Required

One of the lettered conditionslisted in Item 5 on the reverse
must be evidencedby a copy of the veteran’sdischarge(or
releasefrom active duty) paperthat documentsservice dates
andcharacterof service,suchasa DD Form 214, or verification
from the veteran’s service department or VA.

When the applicantis unableto furnish documentaryproof,

such as for characterof service under honorable conditions
("Honorable" or "General"), an application may be accepted
and a flag issuedwhen a statementis made by a personof

established character and reputation that he/she personally
knows the deceased to have been a veteran:

e of a war, the Mexican Border Period, or of service after
January31, 1955, and dischargedor releasedfrom active
duty under honorable conditions; or

e dischargedrom or releasedrom active duty in the United
States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast
Guardunderhonorableconditionsafter servingat leastone
complete peacetime enlistment before June 27, 1950; or

e who incurred a disability in the line of duty; or

® who wasin activeserviceat thetime of deathandaflag was
not obtainablefrom a military or navalestablishmenin time
for burial.

Veterans Not Eligible for a Burial Flag

® Personsnot includedin the qualifying information on this
form; or

® a personwho was convictedof a Federalcapital crime and
was sentencedto death or life imprisonment, or was
convicted of a State capital crime and was sentencedto
deathor life imprisonmentwithout parole,or was found to
havecommitteda Federalor Statecapital crime but wasnot
convictedby reasonof not being availablefor trail due to
death or flight to avoid prosecution; or

e a dischargedor rejected draftee, or a member of the
National Guard, who reportedto camp in answerto the
President’scall for World War | service but who, when
medically examined,was not finally acceptedfor military
service; or

e a personwho was dischargedfrom World War | service
prior to Novemberl2, 1918, on his/herown applicationor
solicitation by reasonof being an alien, or any person
discharged for alienage during a period of hostilities; or



® a personwho servedwith any of the forcesallied with the
United Statesin any war, even though a United States
citizen, if he/shedid not servewith the United Statesarmed
forces; or

® a personinducted for training and service who, before
enteringupon suchtraining and service,was transferredto
the Enlisted Reserve Corps and given a furlough; or

e a former temporary member of the United StatesCoast
Guard Reserve.

Relationship to Veteran, and Disposition of Flag

Whenactuallyusedto drapethe casketor accompanythe urn of
the veteran the flag mustbe deliveredto the nextof kin (or to a
closefriend or associatevhen no claim is madeby the next of
kin) following intermentor inurnment. If thereis no living
relative or one cannotbe located, and no friend or associate

requests the flag, it must be returned to the nearest VA facility.

For the purposeof disposingof the flag, the term "next of kin"
is defined as follows, with entitilement priority in the order
listed:

e widow or widower;
e children,accordingto age(minor child may be issueda flag
on application signed by guardian);

® parents, including adoptive, stepparents, and foster parents;
® brothers or sisters including brothers or sisters of half blood,;

® uncles or aunts;
® nephews or nieces; and
® others - cousins, grandparents, etc.

The term "close friend or associate"meansany personwho
establishesby evidence that he/she was a close friend or
associate of the deceased.

Flag Limitations and Exception

® Only one flag may be issued for each deceased veteran.

® Damaged, destroyed, lost or stolen flags may not be
replaced.

e A flag may not be issuedafter burial exceptwhen it was
impossibleto obtain a flag in time to drapethe casketor
accompanythe urn of the veteran before burial. The
applicantmust personallysign the applicationand include
under "Remarks" a statementexplaining the reasonthat
prevented timely application for a burial flag.

To Apply for a Burial Flag

Use VA Form 21-2008 (on reverseside), and submit it to a
funeral director, a representativeof the veteran or other
organization having charge of the funeral arrangementsor
other personhaving knowledge of the facts and acting in the
interest of the veteran or his/her family.

Burial flags may be obtainedat VA regional offices, national
cemeteriesand mostlocal U.S. post offices. No flag may be
issuedunlessa completedapplication has beenreceived (38
U.S.C. 2301).



ISSUING OFFICIAL WILL DETACH THIS SHEET AND PRESENT IT TO THE RECIPIENT OF THE FLAG
USE OF THE FLAG

1. This flag is issuedon behalf of the Departmentof
VeteransAffairs to honor veteranswho have served
our country.

2. Whenusedto drapethe casket,the flag shouldbe
placed as follows:

(a) ClosedCasket- Drapethe casketwith the flag so
that the union (blue field) is at the headand over the
left shoulder of the veteran.

(b) Half Couch (Open)- Drapethe closedhalf of the
casketwith the flag in three layers. The blue field
shouldbe the top fold, nextto the openportion of the
casket on the veteran’s left.

(c) Full Couch (Open) - Fold the flag in a triangular
shapeandplaceit on the centerpart of the headpanel
of the casketcap, just abovethe left shoulderof the
veteran.

3. During a military commitmentceremony,the flag
which was usedto drapethe casketis held waist high
over the grave by the pallbearersand, immediately
after the soundingof "Taps," is folded in accordance
with the illustration below.

4. Folding the flag (see illustration below):

5. The flag should not be loweredinto the graveor
allowed to touch the ground. When takenfrom the

casket, it should be folded as shown (see illustration).

6. The flag shouldform a distinctive featureof the
ceremonyof the unveiling of a statueor monument,
but it should never be used as a covering for the
statue or monument.

7. Theflag shouldneverbe fasteneddisplayed,used,
or stowedin sucha manneraswill permitit to be
easily torn, soiled, or damaged in any way.

8. The flag should never have placedupon it, nor
any part of it, nor attachedto it, any mark, insignia,
letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of
any nature.

9. Theflag shouldneverbe usedasa receptaclefor
receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything.

10. The flag, when badly worn, torn, or soiled
shouldno longerbe publicly displayed,but privately
destroyedby burningin sucha mannerasto convey
no suggestion of disrespect or irreverence.

CORRECT METHOD OF FOLDING THE UNITED STATES FLAG

(a) Straighten out the
flag to full length and
fold lengthwise once,
folding the lower striped
section of the flag over
the blue field.
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(b) Fold it lengthwise a
second time to meet the
open edge, making sure
that the union of stars on
the blue field remains
outward in full view.
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0 (c) A trinagular fold is

ERRRIR . then started by bringing

***********—l . the striped corner of the
" folded edge to the open

edge.

D) (d) The outer point is

N .. then turned inward,

AR e . parallel with the open

e X edge to form a second

triangle.

(e) The diagonal or
triangular folding is
continued toward the
blue union until the end
is reached, with only the
blue showing and the
form being that of a
ﬁocked (three corner)

at.




