
Digestive System Fact Sheet 1

(Miscellaneous)

Several factors are considered when evaluating veteran’s claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide the following information for the digestive system:

1.) Describe medical history (subjective complaints).  Please comment on the following:

· All hernia and surgery results.

· For malignancy, state type of treatment, dates of treatment, including last date of treatment if it has ended.

· For peritoneal tuberculosis, state the date of diagnosis, treatment and date on which inactivity was established.

2.) Describe objective findings.  Address each of the following and fully describe current findings:

· For inguinal or ventral hernia, state whether reducible, how well supported by truss or belt and whether irremediable or inoperable.

· For ventral hernia, state size of hernia, extent of diastasis of recti muscles, status of muscles and fascia of abdominal wall.

· All residuals of malignancy, including residuals from treatment.

3.) Diagnostic and clinical tests:

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests.

4.) Diagnosis:

· List diagnoses.

