
Digestive System Fact Sheet 7

(Mouth, Lips and Tongue)

Several factors are considered when evaluating veteran’s claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide the following information for the digestive system:

1.) Describe medical history (subjective complaints).  

2.) Describe objective findings.  Address each of the following and fully describe current findings:

· Disfigurement – if present, provide color photographs.

· Interference with mastication.

· Interference with speech – state extent.

· Absence of all or part of tongue – describe.

3.) Diagnostic and clinical tests:

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests.

4.) Diagnosis:

· List diagnoses.
