
Endocrine System Fact Sheet

Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increased compensation for a service-connected disability, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide, if applicable, the following information for endocrine system disabilities:

1.) Describe Medical History (Subjective Complaints):

· Identify symptoms such as, fatigability, headaches, changes in vision, neurologic, cardiovascular, gastrointestinal symptoms, etc.

· Treatments (surgery, medications, hormones, including dose, frequency, response, side effect, For malignancy, provide date of completion of treatment for malignancy.

· Weight gain or loss.

· Excessive thirst and frequency of urination.

· Describe the effects of the condition(s) on the veteran’s usual occupation and daily activities.

2.) Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings):  

· For hypoparathyroidism, thyroid surgery scar?
· For diabetes insipidus, signs of dehydration?
· For Addison's disease, muscle strength, blood pressure, skin pigmentary changes. Number of crises (with peripheral vascular collapse) or episodes (less acute and severe than crisis - no peripheral vascular collapse).
· Describe all residuals of benign or malignant neoplasm, including those related to treatment.
· Is the disease active or in remission?
· For hyperparathyroidism, history of kidney stones. History of demineralization of skeleton.
3.) Diagnostic and Clinic Tests

Blood and urinary calcium, x-ray of bones to confirm decalcification, glucose tolerance test, if necessary, antidiurectic hormone level, serum and urine electrolytes, urine specific gravity, serum cortisol, serum creatinine, serum glucose, ACTH test.
4.) Diagnosis:

· List diagnoses.
