
Hospitalization and/or SURGICAL FACT sheet

Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide the following information for mental disorders: 
1)   Please provide the following applicable information: 

· Date of Hospitalization

· Date of Discharge

· Description of Surgical Procedure and/or reason for Hospitalization

· Date of Surgical Procedure

· Was Convalescence Required?
· Incomplete healed surgical wounds or stumps of recent amputations?
· Therapeutic immobilization of one major joint or more, application of a body cast, or the necessity for house confinement, or the necessity for continued use of a wheelchair or crutches (regular weight-bearing prohibited)?
· Immobilization by cast, without surgery, of one major joint or more?
2)  Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings): 
· Please describe residuals, if any.  

· Depending on the residuals, you may need to reference another fact sheet.  For example, if a veteran undergoes bypass surgery, please refer to the Cardiovascular Disabilities Fact Sheet and provide information that is noted in that fact sheet.  

3)    Diagnostic and Clinical Tests:
· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted in conjunction with Surgical Procedure and/or Hospitalization.  

   4)     Diagnosis:

· Please provide current diagnosis.  If there is a change in diagnosis, please state whether it is a progression of service-connected disability.  

· Include diagnosis of any residual complications.  

