Infectious Diseases, Immune Disorders, And Nutritional Deficiencies
 Fact Sheet
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.  

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Physical examination with objective findings must address the current severity of the disability.  Medical documentation should provide the following information:

1) Subjective history, treatment, and general information regarding the condition.  Identify the frequency of exacerbations and/or incapacitating episodes caused by the disability.    

2) Objective examination findings that include lab work, if appropriate, to determine:

· Indicate whether condition is active.  

· Identify all applicable symptoms based on the primary disease or disability.  

· For HIV,
· provide the T4 counts

· identify the frequency of symptoms

· identify if AIDS is present

· For malaria, confirm evidence of malarial parasites with blood smears.  

· For lupus erythematosus, 

· identify the frequency of exacerbations 

· identify whether this condition is producing severe impairment of health

· For chronic fatigue syndrome, 

· Identify the amount daily activities (pre-illness) are restricted due to symptoms, i.e., less than 25% restricted, 25-50% restricted, more than 50%, almost completely.

· Identify if symptoms are controlled by medications

· Identify the lengths of incapacitation, i.e., 1-2 weeks, 2-4 weeks, 4-6 weeks, more than 6 weeks.  Note:  The condition will be considered incapacitating only while it requires the bed rest and treatment by a physician.  

3) Diagnostic and clinical tests:

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted. 

4) Diagnosis:  

· Clarify current diagnosis of the chronic disability and any residuals to include an assessment of the overall functional impairment.  For diseases that are no longer active, be specific as to what residual disabilities resulted from active disease and/or the treatment thereof.  
