Neurological and Convulsive Disorder Fact Sheet

Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increased compensation for a service-connected disability, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide, if applicable, the following information for neurological and convulsive disorder disabilities:

1) Describe Medical History (Subjective Complaints):

· Discuss precipitating factors, aggravating factors, alleviating factors.

· Current treatment, response, side effects.

· State the frequency and type of seizures or episodes of narcolepsy during the past 12 months, including any change in frequency pattern. If possible, record the actual number of seizures in each calendar month. If the veteran keeps a seizure diary, record dates of seizures. 

· Discuss the effect of epilepsy or narcolepsy on daily activities, including the effects of medications. 

· Onset and course - If flare-ups exist, describe precipitating factors, aggravating factors, alleviating factors, alleviating medications, frequency, severity, duration, and whether the flare-ups include pain, weakness, fatigue or functional loss. 

2) Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings): 
· If Migraine: - Obtain the history of frequency and duration of attacks, and description of level of activity the veteran can maintain during the attacks. For example, state if the attacks are prostrating in nature or if ordinary activity is possible.     

· If Tics and Paramyoclonus Complex: - Ascertain the muscle group(s) involved and obtain the best possible history of frequency and severity of attacks. State the effects on daily activities.

· If Chorea, Choreiform Disorders, etc.: - Describe manifestations by impairment of strength, coordination, tremor, etc., with particular attention to the effects of the performance of ordinary activities of daily living.  

3)  Diagnostic and Clinical Tests:

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted in the progress notes.

 4) Diagnosis 
· List diagnoses.  

