Organs Of Special Sense Fact Sheet 2

(Ears)
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.  

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Evaluations for the organs of special sense include disabilities of the eyes and ears, as well as the loss of smell and taste.  Physical examination with objective findings must address the current severity of the disability.  Medical documentation should provide the following information:

1) Subjective history, treatment, and general information of the external ears.  

· Identify whether tinnitus is present, if so, note whether it is recurrent.   

2) Objective examination findings:  

· An examination for hearing impairment for VA purposes must be conducted by a state-licensed audiologist and must include a controlled speech discrimination test (Maryland CNC) and a puretone audiometry test.  Examinations must be conducted without the use of hearing aids.  Results are needed for the puretone threshold at each of the four specified frequencies (1000, 2000, 3000, and 4000 Hertz)

Note:  If bone conduction study better reflects the current level of disability, outline this information and provide results.  

3) Diagnostic and clinical tests:  

· Include results of other diagnostic and/or clinical tests.

4) Diagnosis:  

· List diagnoses.  

· Include information or assessments regarding severity.  

