Organs Of Special Sense Fact Sheet 3

(Taste and Smell)
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.  

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Evaluations for the organs of special sense include disabilities of the eyes and ears, as well as the loss of smell and taste.  Physical examination with objective findings must address the current severity of the disability.  Medical documentation should provide the following information:

1) Subjective history, treatment, and general information of the mouth and nose.      

2) Objective examination findings:     

3) Diagnostic and clinical tests:  

· Identify the degree of loss of smell and state whether it is partial or complete, (if applicable.)

· Identify the degree of loss of taste and state whether it is partial or complete, (if applicable.)  

· Identify whether the loss is due to an anatomical or pathological cause.

4) Diagnosis:  

· List diagnoses. 

