
Skin Fact Sheet

Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increased compensation for a service-connected disability, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide, if applicable, the following information for skin disabilities:

1) Describe Medical History (Subjective Complaints):

· Past history - Type of injury or infection causing the scar or other disfigurement. 

· Current symptoms and treatment, including pain, skin breakdown (frequency), and other problems.

· Describe any limitations on routine daily activities or employment due to skin condition. 

· Describe onset and course of disease, whether it is intermittent or constant, and whether it is progressive.
· Report the frequency of use and duration of treatment during the past 12-month period. Type of treatment (i.e. topical therapy, or intermittent systemic therapy such as corticosteroids or other immunosuppressive drugs etc)
2) Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings): 
· Specify if any exposed areas (head, face, neck, and hands) are affected. Provide the percent affected of exposed areas. Provide the percent affected of the entire body. 

· Describe the affected area location, e.g., size, painful, crusty, loss of hair, underlying tissue damage, inflammation, edema, keloid formation etc .  

· Describe any limitation of motion or other limitation of function caused by the scar.
· Describe any pain or tenderness
3) Diagnostic and Clinical Tests:   
· With disfigurement or disfiguring scar (s) of head, face, or neck, submit COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS
· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted
4) Diagnosis:

· List diagnoses.    
