Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Fact Sheet
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increased compensation for a service-connected disability, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide, if applicable, the following information for traumatic brain injury:
1) Describe Medical History (Subjective Complaints):

· Inquire specifically about each symptom or area of symptoms below, since individuals with TBI may have difficulty organizing and communicating their symptoms without prompting. It is important to document all problems, whether subtle or pronounced, so that the veteran can be appropriately evaluated for all disabilities due to TBI.

· Identify symptoms such as, headaches, weakness, paralysis, dizziness, vertigo, sleep disturbances, balance, fatigue, memory loss, etc that are related to traumatic brain injury. 

· Treatment and side effects
2) Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings):  

· Identify the motor function; muscle tone and reflexes; sensory function; gait, spasticity, and cerebellar signs; autonomic nervous system; cranial nerves; cognitive impairment; psychiatric manifestations; vision and hearing; skin breakdowns due to TBI; Endocrine dysfunction; and autonomic dysfunction.  
· Memory: subjective or objective (mild, moderate, severe)

· Judgment: subjective or objective (mild,  mild, moderate, moderately severe, severe)

· Social Interaction: (routinely appropriate, occasionally inappropriate, frequently inappropriate, inappropriate most of the time)

· Orientation: Oriented, Occasionally disoriented, Often disoriented, Consistently disoriented (person, time, place, situation- check all that apply)

· Motor Activity: normal, normal most of the time, mild, moderate, severe

· Visual Spatial Orientation: normal, mildly impaired, moderate, moderately severe, severe

· Subjective symptoms: do not interfere with work, mildly interfere, moderately interfere

· Neurobehavioral Effects: do not interfere with workplace interaction, occasionally interferes, frequently interferes, preclude workplace and social 

· Communication: normal, occasionally impaired, more than occasionally impaired but less than half of the time, impaired at least half of the time but not all the time, complete inability to speak verbally or written or both

· Consciousness: Persistently altered state of consciousness
3) Diagnostic and Clinical Tests

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted in the examination report
4) Diagnosis 

· List diagnoses. 

· Type of surgery, if any, and residuals.
· Capacity to handle financial affairs

