





Veterans Benefits Act of 1998


DIC Restoration








Question:  Following the death of my husband, who died in Vietnam, I remarried and my Dependency Indemnity Compensation payments were terminated.  I am now divorced from my second husband.  Can I have my benefits restored?





Answer:  Yes, one of the provisions of the Veterans Benefits Act of 1998 provides for restored entitlement following the termination of a subsequent marriage.








Question:  I understand that now that I am divorced from my second husband, I can have my DIC benefits restored.  My divorce was final in January 1995.  Am I entitled to benefits retroactive to that date?





Answer:  No, the law stipulates that no benefits may be paid under this new provision for any month before October 1998.








Question:  Will my benefits be restored automatically?





Answer:  No, you must re-apply and advise the Department of Veterans Affairs of the termination of the remarriage.








Question:  How much will I receive per month under this new amendment to the law?





Answer:  Rates payable will conform to the payment provisions associated with the veteran’s date of death, i.e., “veteran died prior to 1/1/93,” or “veteran died on or after 1/1/93.”  If the veteran died after 1/1/93, you will be paid the current basic rate of $911 per month.  If the veteran died prior to 1/1/93 and you were receiving a rate higher than the basic flat rate, your benefits will be restored at the higher rate.
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